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There is little in Australian
music that Gene Pierson hasn’t
involved himself in; and there
s little that he has attempted

that has not yielded success.
Gene understands the vibrancy,
the unpredictability and the huge
potential of not just the music
market but the burgeoning genre of
New Age, Ambient, Indigenous, and
World music.

Over the past thirty five years Gene has touched so
many bases inthe Australian music and entertainment
industry that he has emerged as one of its savviest,
most consistent and most respected principals.






“If | don’t
become a

film producer
I’ll become a
Prime Minister.
After all, it’s all
to do with
acting!”

Sun-Herald Feb 14 1971







Pop Life: it’s a boy thing

In the beginning: Gene Pierson & The Inturns:
L to R: Peter, Graham, Gene, the bass player and
Richard 1965 Kings Cross



Life as a ‘Pop’ Star: Don’t ever let a chance pass you by...
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POP-SINGER HIGH ON NEW ZEALAND'S TOP
TEN LIST, WANTS TO BE AN ACTOR, BUT

singing takes up all his time
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HELLO 'DOLLY: == ‘SOUNGITOR (S oamete

SMILEY — Honnie Bums (SJEL-33727. >

SPACED OUT—Enoch Light & The Light Bri

(S)PJL-33651

DIONNE WARWICK'S GOLDEN HITS, Part Il —

(S1IL-33645,

BEST OF TRAFFIC — (S)FL-33613,

SWEET CHARITY — Soundtrack (S)FL-3316
INDROPS KEEP FALLIN' ON MY HEAD — B. J.

(8)JL-33665.

ROBIN'G. REIGN — Robln Gibb (S)EL-38682.
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“Groove*", June 19, 1970 -~ Page Nine|

from Dalvanius
in Sydney.

exclusive
the Fascinations,

A “Groove
Prime, of
tour Australia. is own Gene
promoting his single “Reach out, I'll be
billed with the fabulous 4 Tops who originally
Sydney's Festival Manager, Mr
estival Records Australia are behind
Gene 100 per cent, Although nota potential hit-maker while

Currently on
Plerson; he is
there"" and

| in New Zcaland, Plerson is fast becoming the trend-settor

go-getter on the Sydney pop scene. Chalking up three big
successes in N.Z., Gene returned to Australia after a
cesstul run as resident “C'mon’’ star for Auckland TV,
Now that “Reach out'” 15 climbing the charts, Gene is very
busy dotng cabaret, dance, radio and TV work. His Aus-
tralian TV I , Uptiht,
“Happent resent Gene i
leading a hectic Iife. Besides being a pop idol, he models
nd is Public Relations Officer for Aus-
tralia’s Exclusive Mightclub-Chequers, PhuSmiles,Gene's
new manager, has a full schedule lined through to 1971

arly next year Gene leaves on & tour to Europe, recording
in Tialy and TV, radio and live appearances in Hamburg,
Later he flies o London.

Plerson, himself of Swiss orfentation, Tecently was
guest star of 2SM's Easter Show Pavilion
riot. Wherever he appears today his audionces are en-
thralled by his magnetism, At a recont pop spectacular
Pierson outshone the show’s special star, Russell Morris,
Teceiving ovations from a hysterical covey of pop lovers.

I's a pity Festival Records of N,Z, have barred Gene's
single from release because of his previous sales record,
However, the original record ran es, was
recorded in one take and features a top N.Z. group playing
‘backeround music. The record reached No, 2in Hobart and
1s rapidly rising the charts in other states. The 4 Tops
so0ld 2-million coples of “Reach out, Il be there’" in the
States; although Gene's version is more progressive, it is
well on the way to becoming
Just released is Australia is an album featuring Blue Mink,
Mark Lindsay, Oliver, Bl ears, and our
Gene, This again proves New Zealand's supremacy on the
Australastan pop scene.







Beginning as a performer on Bandstand,
Gene has been active as a talent booker,
television presenter, rock journalist, actor,
record company owner, music publisher,
conceptualist, record producer, A&R
director, artist manager, field recording
engineer, and international promoter of

Australian talent and music.
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In 1969 Gene Pierson, 22 year old Swiss born ex - Australian, returned to
Australia from New Zealand and, with chart smashes such as ““I Aint No

Miracle Worker', “‘Reach Out'* and ““See My Way’’, he soon emerged as one of
the top performers on the Australian pop scene.

It was about six years ago that Gene left Australia for Auckland where he has

since become the top recording star in New Zealand. He made his first
appearance for Radio Hauraki at the 1480 Village and was immediately signed

to an exclusive two year contract with Zodiac Phillips records

His first record ““Love, Love, Love” wasan instant success — making the

No. 2 spot on the New Zealand Top 20 charts and entering the 2UW charts in
Sydney.  His next three records followed the same pattern.

Gene hos toured New Zeoland extensively, appeared on every television, radio | i
UB 70, Box 635, auckian,
and pop concert hall in the country.  His fan club hos o membership in excess | Z= ==~ Zu bt
welusively foy Forgi
of 1,000 — this in itself is a great feat when considering the small population. fox Festival Reconds

Gene spends most of his spare time modelling clothes, learning drama, writing

columns in teen papers and taking a great interest in Metaphysics and Yoga.

SELY
£CORDS EXCLUSV!
e s ZODIAC
At one stage Gene had

journalistic ambitions and later developed a strong
interest in drama.  However he rapidly found himself becoming well

established in the pop field and decided to apply himself fully in this direction

Perhaps after another few years he may again revert to his earlier ambitions.

DS LEADING VOCALST
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i
o'
' ARTSTE oF ML
One of the greates: moments of Gene's career to date was when he was chosen to

NEW ZEALA

2 S o < RAWNSLEY
appear in concert at the Sydney Stadium with the Four Tops during their recent #FAN CLUB HIERSON

BOX 636 ENTERPRISES
visit to Australia. AUCKLAND

®

Gene has also appeared at many of Australia’s top discotheques, dances, etc. and has

made quite a number of television appearances. This has set him on the way to becoming
one ot the big names of the Australian entertainment world
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But whereas once his skills resulted in number one hits such as
Substitute by Peach, Disco Duck by Jonathan James and Read
My Lips and Sexy by Melissa. The indefatigable operator of the
Laser Music organisation turned his career around in 1994 with
the establishment of Oceanic Music. He anticipated the rise of a
new form of audio experience and began releasing such world/
indigenous artists as Kitaro, Gondwanaland, Charlie McMahon
and Ken Davis. His prescience paid off grandly, with his deluxe
Environmental Classics series of natural sounds set against
compelling musical tones released in Europe, North America,
South America and South East Asia. In February 1997 he launched
the Indigenous Australia label, which carries the world rhythms of
David Hudson, Ash Dargan and others. Sold primarily in Australia
through the interactive machines of Holborne Australia, these

releases have helped usher in a change in the very structure of the



GENE PIERSON
Sings his latest Chart Topper
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Lifeasa TV ‘§tar’: Uptight then Outasight...




@ ABOVE: eKith Fos!ar, of Sydney Bistros, Gene Pierson and David Elfick combine for a few words of wudom on the
Today Pop segment of ATN7’s Sydney Today program. 3

23









You could win a date with beautiful
Gene Pierson.
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E SYDNEY SCEN

TODAY POP-

rubber duckies and corn flakes

3

@ David and Gene. Actually this photall. '3
had his hair cut but they both like it so
going in Go-Set.!

Qantas Pacesetter tour to inves
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a
Sydney sugmam of Happening 70 with

d David

we are giving you the behind the scene story u( the Today
show, next week it's Dal’s turn to feature.

Gene started compering a
short pop segment on the
Today Show on Channel 7
three months ago. It was a
little five minute deal and by
Gene’s own admission he
wasn’t very good.

“I think that | really bombed
the first couple of shows”,
Gene said, “in fact, if it hadn't
been for the encouragement
that the show’s producer Rod
Kirk gave me, | think | would
have given up.

“Rod’s a tremendous guy
and he has taught me so
much about television over
the last few months. I'm not
frightened of the camera any
more, and doing the show has
become fun.”

The show has proved so
successful that it now has its
own name — Today Pop —
and its time has been extend-
ed to 25 minutes.

Our own David Elfick is co-
compering the show with
Gene, and the two of them
are so different that the show
is always exciting and fast,
yet they are a great team.

ene, of course, is' on the

4 singing side of the business

while David is a writer and
interviewer. They even look
different — Gene, with his
new, clean cut, hairstyle, and
iDavid with his long curly locks.

the sign of a keen surfer.
le helps with the surf seg-
ent, as well as Today Pop.

- P

“It's quite a scene getting
up at -thirty every Friday
morning and rushing out to
Epping to be on camera by
half-past seven, but it's worth
it”, Gene said. “I really
admire Bruce Webster and
Pattie Lovell. They do it five
days a week. And they always
look” so wide awake and
happy. They must brighten
up a lot of bowls of corn
flakes with their early morning
vitality.”

One thing the whole Today
Show is famous for is their
surprise guests. Today Pop
is no exception. Biggest hit
so far has been Go-Sel's
photographer, Phil “the phan-
tom flasher” Morris singing
“Rubber Duckie” — complete
with bath, scrubbing brush
and, of course, a huge rubber
duck.

After this performance, Phil
looks all set for a Rubber
Duckie career.

So take a look in at Today
Pop on Channel 7 every Fri-
day morning. They're always
giving away records, posters
and lots of other prizes. And
if you like the show, why not
drop David or Gene a line?
If enough people write in,
chances are the segment may
become a show in its own
right.

NEXT WEEK: BEHIND THE
SCENES WITH
HAPPENING °'70.

recently back from his round-the-worl
ene, is as dismayed by the Sydney radi
frent way US radio is responding to th
he Australian scene.

erent heavy rock and blues LP tracks, plus a

commericials created especially for their
no car or soap-type ads; they are very

selective about their advertisers’ products. 27
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The Charts: Where Pop Life Begins.
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2. LOVE GROWS (WHERE MY ROSEMARY GOES) (Bell)
3. WHOLE LOTTA LOVE (Atlantic).......... . Led Zeppelm
4. BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER (C.B.S.) Si imon and Garfunkel
5. WHO'LL STOP THE RAIN/TRAVELIN’ BAND (leerty) Creedence Clearwater
6. MA BELLE AMIE (Festival) . . Tee Set
7. SACHA (Columbia). . : ank Marvin
8. MELTING POT (Phlhps) ............. ue Mink
> 9. ALL | HAVE TO DO IS DR en CampbeII/Bobble Gentry
10. A LITTLE RAY OF SUNSHINE (Par|ophone Axiom 15
11. TWO LITTLE BOYS (Fes\lvsl) . Rolf Harris 10

¥ TEMMA HARBOUR (Apple). . 4Marv Hopkin - 12
43 REACH OUT (Eestival)........
WHEN JULIE COMES AROUND (M.C..

. .Gene Pierson 19
15. VENUS (Penny Farthing). .

s
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8
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13
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10
6
16
9

3 4
. The Cuff Links 16 8
Shocking Blue 13 15
16

9

19
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16. SMILEY (Spin). .Ronnie Burns 11 * 9.
17. YEARS MAY COME, AY GO (Columbia) . rman’s Hermits 14 *10,
18. HE AIN'T HEAVY, HE'S MY BROTHER (Parlophone). . The Hollies * 17 3

*19. DON'T CRY DADDY (R.CA.)...

*20. UNITED WE STAND (Deram). .
21. INSTANT KARMA! (Apple). . Lennon/Ono 30
22. DOWN IN THE ALLEY (Atlantic) . . Ronnie Hawkins 22
23. YOU’RE SUCH A GOOD LOOKING WOMAN (Astor) ...... Joe Dolan.. 23
24. ARIZONA (C.B.S.).
25. JULIA (ParIophone)
26. NIGHTS IN WHITE SA
27. RAINDROPS KEEP FALLIN ON MY HE

A ; Elvis Presley 18
The Brotherhood of Man 28

*13.
*14,

. Mark Lindsay 20
.. Ted Mulry 29 *4 55
. Samael Lilith 21 oy {1
Johnny Farnham 24 21 *17.
..... B.J. Thomas *18
28. SPIRIT IN THE SKY (Repnse) Norman Greenbaum 33 2 -
RO PE RIS TARMNECIA) S o 3 - o R B8y oo i e a Murray Head 25 4 *19,
30. COME AND GET IT (Apple) 3 4 & .Bad Finger 26 1 v
31. HONEY COME BACK (Capi(ol) ‘ Gien Campbell 27 10
25100 (SPINY, .0y vs v o wisies . The Bee Gees 34 4
33. MY BABY LOVES LOVIN’ (Deram) . . .White Plains 39 3
(Scepter) . Joe Jeffrey
34. WANDERIN’ STAR (Paramount) . . Lee Marvin ~ 37 g
2

35. HAPPY (Deram)............. The Music Motor ~ 36

36. KENTUCKY RAIN (R.C.A.) . . .Elvis Presley 38
37. GOOD MORNING FREEDOM (Phlllps’ . Blue Mink DEBUT *24.
38. AIRPORT LOVE THEME (M.C.A.) . Vincent Bell DEBUT *25,

39. WALK A MILE IN MY SHOES (Capltol) . Joe South 32 1 o e
40. CONFESSIONS OF A LONELY MAN (Festival) . hnny O’Keefe 35 & 6. i
*SIGNIFIES STAR PERFORMER eBEST SELLING VERSION e ks S 20k,
28. RUN SA w
2UE’S MERIT AWARD DISC 2UE’S MERIT AWARD ALBUM ';2;2‘ L’;sG’JI o
“DAUGHTER OF DARKNESS" “HEY JUBE"
(Decca) (Parlophone) m

30

Tom Jones The Beatles
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» LET IT BE. The Beatles ..
. TWO LITTLE BOYS. Rolf Harris
. MA BELLE AMIE. Tee Set

. MELTING POT. Blue Mink .
. TRAVELIN’

. TEMMA HARBOUR. Mary Hopkin .. . .|
. REACH OUT. Gene Pierson ..

. INSTANT KARMA. John Ono Lennon

TOP

2SM-600D
GUY SURVEY

DISCS

LOVE GROWS (W'HERE MY ROSEMARY GOES)
Edison Lighthouse .. .. ..

WHOLE LOTTA LOVE. Led Zei)l.)eﬂn

EAND/WHO'LL STOP]
Credence Clearwater Revival ..

BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WA
Garfunkel .. .

SACHA, Hank B M
ALL I HAVE TO DO IS DREAM. Bq JOHN MELOUNEY
Glen Campbell LA THE CA

4 IOHN THOM

WHEN JULIE COMES AROUND. Cuff ‘Pch:r Janes.
SMILEY. Ronnie Burns . .| JOHN BURGESS

VENUS. The Shocking Blue ..
CARROL COUNTY ACCIDENT. Bobbi
COME AND GET IT. Bad Finger Kink
DOWN IN THE ALLEY. Ronnie Hawkins

HE AIN'T HEAVY . . . HE'S MY BROTHER, The Hollies
A LITTLE RAY OF SUNSHINE. The Axiom .. .. ..

WARD AUSTIN
AUTUMN
k:

. JULIA. Ted Mulry ..
. DON'T CRY DADDY. Elvis Presley

YEARS MAY COME, YEARS MAY "GO. Herman’s
Hermits

YOU'RE SUCH A GOOD LOOKING WOMAN. Joe
Dolan ..

. NIGHTS IN WHITE SATIN, Samael Lilith .. .. .. ..

ARIZONA. Mark Lindsay .. .
HAVE A LITTLE TALK WITH MYSELF. Ray Stevens

. HONEY COME BACK. Glen Campbell .. .
. RAINDROPS KEEP FALLING ON MY HEAD.

Johnny

Farpham ..

. RAG MAMA RAG. The Band .

LET’S WORK TOGETHER. Ca.nned Heat

I THANK YOU. Lionel Rose .. .. .

WANDRIN’ STAR. Lee Marvin .. .. . ey
SUPERSTAR. Murray Head .. .. oy ey
UP THE LADDER TO Tl-[E ROOF Supremes AR R oa
STIR IT UP AND SERVE IT, Tommy Roe ..
CONFESSIONS JF A LONELY MAN. Johnny O'Keefe
3YOURE EVERYTHING. Don Lane

WAYS SOMETHING THERE TO REMIND ME.

PRI o AR ) )

SE IN THE
DOW — szuh: Clark.

Last Ti
Week In

: \ 11-10 MEN HIT PICKS OF THE WEEK

* 1 EMPERORS AND ARMlES — %OV
: RED SKY AT NIGHT — The

ALMANAC — The

1 EAGLE Rfj&5
2 HOW CA &&
; HEART, 1]
4 3 LOVE HE 1 1 pg,
¢ 4 1 DON'T/ , Heiey p KNOW
MY @ D:ﬁ:’ig COCK, D,
;B il
3 Illgvlllz) o T}‘%ICQ
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win- LIKE N NOBODY ELSE o 1{3%518;6 'eeSUMEP
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SOHN. CRAWFOR et 0. THEEogfg MADIII;ZE
T 1:;}35;1{“ 1 Icl}fgglpierson "G )
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P 12 ME /16 q,52e an Deleg s
13 IT’S John n Dep HO. El‘}e%
734 LAD) 1. BUrpggper .. ©00
. 4[35 X AV goggk STAR, lggltt Flir
13 16 HIC 20. GOLDEf BAR eegl He
17 RES_ My 'eaﬁve
: dmer e
318 HELP ME MA S
5 NIGHT, Sammi Smith
219 THE ONLY LIVING BOY
SeliCene Bierson . L < ue s
—320 FoBYend c v
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yvecord sales at David Jones ¢



The dunday MIITOT "

TOP FORTY

BASED ON RETAIL RECORD SALES. July 10, 1970.

Last Times
Week In
1. ENOCK ENOCK WHO’S THERE,
Mary Hopkin/Liv Maesson 2 7
2. AIRPORT LOVE THEME, Vmcent Bell «.a% 11
3. LITTLE GREEN BAG, George Baker % E8al . 9 k]
4. SPIRIT IN THE SKY, Norman Greenbaum .. .. .. .. 3 138
5. COTTONFIELDS, The Beach Boys S A 8
6. FOR THE LOVE OF HIM, Bobbi Martin BRES A 103 16
7. TENNESSEE BIRD WALK
Jack Blanchard and Mlsty Morgan 5 10
8. BOOM SHA LA LA LO, Hans Poulsen .. . . 10 9
9. LET IT BE, The Beatles & e BN 17
10. EVERYTHING IS BEAUTIFUL Ray Stevens .. .. .. 7 10
11. THE LONG AND WINDING ROAD The RBeatles .. 14 4
12. BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER. S
Simon and Gz{.z:funkel 8 19
13. THE WONDER OF YOU, Elvis Presley . 17 4
14. UP AROUND THE BEND
Creedence Clearwa ival 19 4
15. CECILIA, Simon and Garfunkel .. .. . £ A 18 5

16. SOMETHING’S BURNING,
Kenny Rogers and the First Edition 11 10
17. HIGH SHERIFF, Tony Joe, White . v V1E 10
18. UNITED WE STANDM,) Bﬁgtherhood Of Man’ i s 10 16
V.

19. MY BABY LOVES
Joe Jeffrey/White Plains 15 14
20. WHEN JULIE COMES AROUND, The Cuff Links o iR 19

21. KENTUCKY RAIN, Elvis Presley .. .. .. e 12
*22. WHAT IS TRUTH Johnny Cash . .. .. DEBUT
23. EVERYBODY’S OUT OF TOWN, BT Thoma.s e 7
24. WHOLE LOTTA LOVE, Led Zepp(ﬂm B, o natakio 0 20
*25. EL CONDOR PASA, Slmoﬂ and Garfunkel .. .. .. .. DEBUT
26. WHEEL’S ON FIRE, Flake . . S AR S R 5
27. GOOD MORNING FREEDOM, Blue Mink o S 30 12
28. LET ME GO TO HIM, Dionne Warwick . 2l 36 2
29. A LITTLE RAY OF SUNSHINE AXTOFR! fh U s o 21
30. MISS AMERICA, Mark Lindsay .. 26 8
31. ALL KINDS OF EVERYTHING, Dana/Pat Carroll .. 38 5
32. SATAN/SATAN'S WOMAN, Freshwater .. .. . .. 29 14
33. DAUGHTER OF DARK NESS TomsJones. &y . < 1 25 10
34. TURN UP YOUR RADIO, Master’s Apprentlces i N3 6
35. THE LETTER, Joe Cocker . ey et BB 2
36. GIMME DAT DING, Maple Lace i i .7, w20 LS ADEBUT
37. QUESTION, Moody Blues . .. .. DEBUT
*38. MELANIE MAKES ME SMILE The Strangers .. .. .. DEBUT
39. NOTHING SUCCEEDS LIKE SUCCESS,
Bill Deal and the- Rhondells 37 7
3e 89 sv e se e b it 40. WOODSTOCK, Crosby, Stlllg’agtliTN;; e erions DEBUT
H £ STERLING JEAN 5
wenty is compiled from THE SEEKER, Who

ity and suburben stores. . ... ... .INTHE SUMMERTIME, Mungo Jerry

33
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Press Clippings: Those Were the Days...



NEW RECORDING STAR

Gene Pierson is a |as the resident group at| . Gene will be touring
name you will be hear- | Sydney’s “Whiskey Au | the ~country next month
ing a lot of in the near |Go Go”, The Simple|— so keep your eyes and
future. i Image. | ears open.

| 2l-year-old, Gene has
| been  the number one
| pop idol in New Zealand |
for the past two years.

With  three-top-of-the-
chart hits behind him in
New Zealand, Gene de
cided to try his luck ‘in
Australia.

|

| His first recording
l “Reach Out”/“Oh, Sweet

Love” is already flying
on the national pop
charts — three weeks in
and number 12.

And in a short space
of time he has appeared
on Bandstand, The
Tommy Leonetti Show,
Blind Date and Don
Lane’s Show.

Gene doesn’t limit his
activities to singing...
he produces his own
records, is a male mo-
del, records commer-
cial jingles...

The backing K for his
current hit is supplied
by some of Gene’s New
Zealand friends working
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_Comeback
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AUCKLAND'S _up and
coming vocal duo The REAL
THING (Alan Galbr h left,
Ken Murphy right)  are one
of the top acts on today's

i Hall. Fellow
e NE ‘PIERSON
v (who ‘fast making @
m ‘nome’ on the national
scene) who will be featured
A on the show.




3
ne Pierson caught by a fan after a show in Wollong
ong.,

\lewtan
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Jethro Tull (Reprise MS 2072)
. Deep Purple (Purple TPSA 7504)

Rollmg Swnes (Rolling Stones COC 2-2900)

. Niel Young (Reprise MS 2032)
Nilsson (RCA LSP 4515)

Increase alertness, mental actvty TABLETS
Counleract sleepiness, mild fatigue From
‘with medically safe Dynamo tabets. Svimvanine €L
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clubs and

ns. With soli

bhearsals the
the group

1y, b.it even s

ed totry his
singer.” This

move, and i

with

-~ Sarurdayl

now they have
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can now be kept

and wear crimp-

and stretch wool
can be sponged
, white suils are
ical,

bponge
jger Gene Pierson,
kl Festival Studios

rock (sce pictur),
J'eies “not s bad

suit—except it makes
me feel a bit like Ward

c jockey. ustin.”
ason - the o "6 Trom, the shap An-
ed on the fashion " other

lies in the Accordmg 1o

prietor, Neville
man, if the suit gets
marked or you spill
anything on it, you're
supposed 1o be able to

ridding _himsel

some cigarelte - ash
marks,

The $79.50 suit is styled
with flared pants ‘and
inverted pleats in the
jacket

By HELEN STYLES

'White suits are expected to catch on as a populur fashion for
ig men in Sydney next summer.

Let TELEX assist your hearing —
in an INCONSPICUOUS way.
C R Requires NO EARMOLD

- Eliminates WHISTLING
Rss!ules BALANCE & DIRECTION
e

A totally new concept
in the restoration of
good hearing




““Groove"’, June 19, 1970 —- Page Nine <

A “Groove" exclusive from Dalvznlus
Prime, of the Fascinations, in Sydr

Currently on four Australia-wide Is our own Gene 1 2
Pierson; he is promoting his single “Reach out, I'll be o all, it's
there’" and billed with the fabulous 4 Tops who orlginally

recorded the number. Sydney’s Festival Manager, Mr
Barlow, told me Festival Records Australia are behind ok
Gene 100 per cent, Although nota potential hit-maker while suN): M

lqugh the
(5.M.H, 1

in New Zealand, Plerson is fast becoming the trend-setter
it

go-getier on the Sydney pop scene. Chalking up three big
successes in N.Z., Gene returned to Australia after a suc-
cessful run as resident ‘C'mon’’ star for Auckland TV.
Now that “Reach out'’ is climbing the charts, Gene ls very
busy doing cabaret, dance, redio and TV work. His Aus-
tralan TV credits to date are ‘Blindate”, “Uptight”,
““Happening 70 and ‘Late Show”. At present Gene 1§
leading a hectic life. Besides being a pop idol, he models 4 A
fashlons, records and is Public Relations Officer for Aus- p ¥
tralia’s Exclusive Nightclub-Chequers. PhilSmiles,Gene's
new manager, has a full schedule lined through to 1971,
Early next year Gene leaves on a tour to Europe, recording
in Ttaly and TV, radio and live appearances in Hambure,

ook ook |

Later he flies on.
Plerson, himself iss_orientation, recently wa

ot s o A T B PAYIION we] e e

riot. Wherever he appears today his audlences are en . Yo

thralled by his magnetism. At & recent pop spectacula . & FRI,

Plerson ouishone the show's special slar, Russell Morris oeeN

recelving ovations from @ hysterical covey of pop lovers & . .
1t's a pity Festival Records of N.Z. have barred Gene' : : | = L 118

single from release because of his previous sales recoru - . p|ctu|-ed here with yours Qruly and sor.___

However, the original record ran for 11 minutes, w /i :

Focorde in one ake a fotures & op N, Group plar __ p attended the fan club party last Sunday weel
ackground music. e record reac No. 2in rt a1 i &

s rapldly rising the charis in other states. The 4 Toj | ’d like to thank all the artist

sold 2-million coples of “Reach out, Il be there’” intl : |

States; although Gene's version is more progressive, it -

well on the way to becoming a big seller for Festivi

Just released is Australia is an album featuring Blue Mir ;i@

Mark Lindsay, Oliver, Blood, Sweat and Tears, and 0 :

Gene, This again proves New Zealand's supremacy on t

Auattatisian pop sare DAL MYlES ENTERPRISES

PRESENT 3 GREAT ACTS
GENE PIERSON

. ERL DALBY

¢ i ‘THE SWEET WINE’

am),
} /1 On‘ Tbursday m two great shows
1Lam 30 p.m., hear pop
star the Plerson unique vocalist
and

Erl Dalb; sensational v
duo, “Sweer Wi B
to be "missed]

[

‘Member:
in Palm
“Mmembers
(with gy
gives on,
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PAGE 22—SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1970 ON THE SYDNEY

Gene Pierson discovers
MMS/EHSH m@p@@? New Lealanders are

born free

NE GO-SET

Ever since Gene Pierson ant off the nlane he hasn’t stobped
talking about New Zealand. It is almost as thouoh it was his
first trip — though, in fact, Gene only came from there a year
or so ago.

g i e e Sl e g MR R - B e el



A as  service and our photographer Phil Morris
elt hs could rule the world — particularly after he tried a little

magic on the rocks.

The Human Instincts — with John Williams from the Rebels
sitting in on electric drums.

You don't see many D.J.’s who look like this! Nerida and Brian

are two of Auckland’s top D.J.’s with the N.Z.B.C. Gene tells

us that Nerida sometimes plays whole ‘“‘underground” albums
on her program.

Ever since Gene Pierson aot off the plane he hasn’t stopped

talking about New Zealand

It is almost as thouch it was his

first trip — though, in fact, Gene only came from there a year

or so ago.

For the next few weeks Gene will be
felling us evervthing he discovered in the
“Qantas - Go-Set New Zealand Repor!”
This first one is a brief inlroduclion 1o the

that has p
the La De Das, the

d groups like
"Cleves, the oriainal

Freshwater and even Max Merritt and the

Meteors.

talking about what a great trio he had

That's if you can get Gene to stop ‘

with Qantas.

“One of the best parts”,
he said, “was the flight
over. You know the
anticipation and the plan-
ning — all the excitement
that goes with travelling.

“We went first class
with Qantas. ~ And. they
really treated ~ us like
kings — I'm not just say-
ing it. We hardly had o
move — they gave us

drinks, got us pillows or
anything_ like that we
needed. They even spong-
ed Phil Morris' face when
he was feeling a bit sick.
“It was just 0 good —
and so comfortable — |
think it's spoiled me for
travelling any other way.
“When we got there
though, the first thing
noticed was how free the
people are. They really
do their own thing, and
nobody worries. You can
look the way you want to,
act the way you want to,
see the films you want to.

It makes Australia look

like a police state.

“In New Zealand there
isn't the same feeling of
restriction that dogs you
in Australia. You can talk
about anything you want
to — -even on radio and
television. | was very sur-
prised- when they didn't
try to stop me talking
about drugs on radio.

“But they don't seem 1o
care about that over there.
They are - open  about
everything.  Their hard
drug problem is probably
the same as over here,

population wise, but
people accept smoking
grass.

“In New Zealand, every-
one likes the police. They
stop and have friendly
conversations while you're
waiting to cross the road.
Everyone respects them
a lot more.

“There’s no censorship
of films — we saw an

uncut version of “Women
In Love” (a book written
by D. H. Lawrence) and
it was the most beautiful
film I've ever seen. Their
officials seem to know the
difference between artis-
tic sex scenes and obs-
cenity.

The

“On the avsrage 1 think
Australian bands are much
better, but there are a
few of the big groups in
New Zealand who are a
lot more exciting than
some of our big groups.

But it's even harder
for groups to earn a living
over there than it is here
because their population
is so much smaller. That's
why they come to Aus-
tralia.

“There was one group

called the ‘Human Ins-
tincts' who were really
incredible.  They were

much heavier than most
bands — and they were
only three piece. They
had amplified drums —
with pick-ups on the
skins and a reverb ampli-
fie

Their material is orig-

inal — in fact, all the
groups in New Zealand
only play their own mate-
rial — and they have a
very strong Maori influ-
ehce were easily

th b'li bands

f
lnlorm




The Reverend
Roger Bush and
Gene Plerson at
2GB last Friday,
where their after-
noon talkback
show goes to air
each week at
3.30 p.m. Gene
often freaks the
mums, but Rodge
takes it all

b \ h
Y N . (g
" » b/ P - 9
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GENE PIERSON CONTIN

ALl

Australian standard.

In fact when we reached
an  Francisco on our
antas round-the-world
investigation of the pop
scene, my first excitement
after sampling the
environment was coming
face to face with real live
color TV.

After getting into our
motel room, we spent the
next EIGHT HOURS
straight  watching  what
seemed an endless number
of channels — 14 to be
precise — a trip through
entertainment supremacy.

Recent movies, tonight
and arluom are

It’s not unusual to see
unreleased movies  like
“Zachariah”, the electric

western, immediately
through a complex of
networks throughout the

US. The big networks pay
millions for ‘exclusives —
just shows what the power
of a big audience is.

The Tonight shows
Johnny Carson, Dick
Cavett, David Frost, Joey
Adams, and Gene Kelvan

ﬁdce to face

I’'m not going to tell you that all American TV i

ES HI. QANTAS ROUND-THE-WORLD POP INVESTIGATION.

ATTV
IN AMERIGA

is lovely — but believe me it’s an eye-opener after the

continue through until 6 am
throughout the country.

Then  daytime quiz
shows, like “Movie Game”,
“Memory Gam:: “Dalmg
Game” and Jeopardy
take over. All Australian
versions are just dead
copies. Only difference is
the budget, which makes
ours seem like cardboard
copies of steel Cadillacs.

The Australian TV
industry isn’t big, creative
and financial enough to
support itself, although we
may have the initial talent
finance seems the problem

so0 who's to blame!

The Flip Wilson and
Carol Burnett shows are by
far two of the most
expensive items put out by
the American ~Televisior.
industry; each show runs or
a half million dollar budget
with direction, sets.
audience and a production.
yet unsurpassed anywhere
in the world.

It's rather a strange
thought that with
population of 3 million, San
Franciso is near-equal to

Sydney — but has 33 radio
and 14 television stations —
that's competition!

KP1X5 San  Fran’s
foremost channel is a real
brain scrambler, almost like
a chinese torture camp — 24
hours of non-stop news, talk
shows, cartoons — politics —
and pop shows — I was very
fortunate to appear on both
KP1X5 “Electric
Impressions” a programme

GENE PIERSON. .

vv1th real live

¢ A
.watch for his new album out soon.

aimed at sound and colour
organ images more than
format and KHJ9 “Boss
City” L’As “happening 70"
bit. The only difference is
that one really feels like an
artist; the treatment is
incredible — make up ladies
and coffee maids at hour

disposal enough to make
any one feel like a
Superstar!

¢
Versio

GENE
OFF

OVERSEAS

Gene Pierson, Sydney
pop singer and publicity
man for Sydney Bistros (the
Chequers and Whisky a Go
Go_people) is off overseas,

e has left  with
photographer Philip Morris
for an eight-month world
tour which will take in the
U.S., Britain, Europe and
countries behind the Iron
Curtain.

Gene and Phil will be
meeting many of the biggest
names in the pop world —
including Elvis Presley, they

ope — during their Qantas
tour, and they’ll be sending
back reports to
SOgNDBL'\ST

ene leaves at a tim
when his new record, “Sez
My Way”, has just been
retl,ealsed on the Infinity

el.

Flip side is yet another
version of “Teach Me How
To Fly”, currently a big one
for Geoff St John and
Copperwine.
i Ims was intended as the
A’ side, when Gene
recorded it eight months
back, but release was
delayed and Copperwine got
in first — so it was relegated
to the flip. Tough — for it’s
: belter track than “See My
— but that’s the way
n igin the Top 40 game.

MARCH 11,

197_1




SiGENE PIERSON. who caught Elton's show
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The problem of finding the rig

SO YOU'RE YOUNG: you're part of the generation that wears

feans and patches on jeans and paiches over patches- You're

part of a generaton of Austalians that, perhaps far moro than

pre, isolation

and Vesu/lam isolation from other cul!ures, traditions and oiher
eople,

Or if you're not Australian but American, Armenian or
Austrian, there’ll be reasons

There might be some particular thing you especially feel
isolated from — music, art, or literature, the primitive, the
emerging, the sophisticeted.

0 you're young and you want to fravel. To freak out over
Cmsby Stills, Nash and Young or Andy Warhol, the Mona Lisa
or the Tower of London, a corrobores or a disco.

t also for you the implications of organised tours, tour
directors and tour guides are an anatheme. For you 100, the
expense is impracticable, undesirable or downright impossible.
You might even think its' straight phony.

But you wanl 1o go . . . somewhere . . . anywhere. And you

don't know anyone who's there and who can Introduce you
to the local scene.

t how possible is it to arrive cold in Europe or the
statoe it e Srasd. and i on 4o dhe seome I place after
place, counlry alter Country without those traditional prime
necessities of guides and a great deal of cas)

it 1t not only possible but its easy, its fun and — in a
new generation’s parlance —. it's coo

your parents you may as well pic
Boatin \raek .0, Tha Aret ol King Constaniioa. i Hgi

JF yaur going io eve some typicel tourist photographs i=ken to show

setling comparatively off the

“We sure mude mistakes”, Pier-
son says.
“But we only made them once
and, as far as future trips go,
we'll never make them again

“We all were relatively in-
experienced as_international tra-
vellers so our mistakes were fairly
inevitable.

The_ younger generation”, e
continues, “are, in many ways,
fimost forced 1o traver™

“Geographical and  cultural
isolation are now non-existant
with the technological advances in
communication,

“Little cthnic communitics are
now obsolete and travel which
was previously held up as “broad-
ening is
neeesiary for the mind to function
egres of accuracy and

Shitetivny

So really everyone wants w0
travel — even fhose in super-
cushy secure jobs.

“But, in A sense, hecamse ive
comparatively new to get aronnd
the world in a few days, s
don't know the right way to
about it

They gaab a few tavel broo
chury, 1rot oll to New York and
See. the. Empire’ State. and..
home feeling just about the same
as when they left

“These of course, are the vnes

hat can allord top class hotels
e

“onsequently their stay is all
100 short. And their sum return

backeround  at  Ruckingham
Palace. Often the Mrs. Everage
they are trying to escape.

To turn on fo the rest of the
d you have o live in it and
thal méans living with the people.

I you don't went Lo end up.
in Svdney or where-ever at the
end moaning ‘bad wip or bum
voyage’ you have lo plan ahead.
“I your time is limited you
start reading the appropriate local
papers and magazines. You know
what there is to see before you
get there and can make allow-
ces.

nowing _where its happen-
ing is the initial and major step.

“When we left Sydney there
were three of us and we had a
§1000 between s,

“One_thousand dollars is not
much when vou want to split fast
from one place to another, and
when you're playing everything by
car.

il that's half the fun. You
figure out where you want to o,
what you want Yo see, exacly
where L is in_ relation fo every-
thing else — and then you turn
your eyes to accommodation to
facilitate it.

All the tourist brochures in the
world won't necessarily indicate
Juse what is your pacticular scenes
they may give an idea but you
don't really know until you make

And
No set @ nes fo p!ace, valess of
prime importunce.

“We  Peactcomber

ot there,
thought it was Wimdls" — wund
was if you wanted to get aw
from it ‘all

But in our purtioular case we
wanted to be with it al ot
away from it

“Had we arranged accommoda-

have been tied down.
“We weren't 50 we just split.

JBut we (mads dunb mistakes

There were things we could

G el e

like taxi fares — which we didn't

“But we sure learnt by ex-
perience.

Francisco found us un-
able to work the phones, unsure
of whether to takt. buscd 1o, the
city or cabs to an unknown motel

“We eventually took a motel

if your taste is a little bizarre, a visit to “The Munsters” home at
Universal City, near Los Angeles, may well prove intsresting

“Aud thea there ste the circun-
stances. A brocl

e e
quitoes and no lizards’.

There probably arewt —
ninety-nine per cent of the tme,

“But it was our luck to strike
the one per cent: we slept ot it
we were eaten by mos-
quitoes, and lizards kept up z
commuter  service across our
bodies.

for the night that was just too
jamn expensive. So we ~phoned
about and mext day moved to
another. It didnt have a coke
maching i the Toyer but it had
a colour TV and it was far
cheaper.

“We found a_neat way to com-
mute between San Francisco and
Angeles on what are called

“hippie flights’.
Even when sou ring for 2
— if they are busy they



scene amidst all the scenery

Happiness — for some — Is a tour of the Colosseum — without the usual guid
— i's cheaper.

apologise_and switch you on to
rock music while vou are waiting.

cool some-
times ou don't care whether they
finally answer or

“But_actually you don't make
4 booking for the hippie flights.

“You just roll up at the 'm'pon
at 12 pam., 1 a.m. or 2 am, roll
ahoard and scttle hack (nr Ih;.
800 miles at a cost of $12.

‘The stewardesse

ts and §roove along. the aiies

ot e

“In  London _sccommodation
was hard to find. Tne Information
Cemire found us somewhere

at $32 a day for d

“But by looking around and
phoning ap we got a place at
516 a_day which the manager
reduced to S10 a day when we
agreed 1o sty two weeks,

‘I knew Sally Reed, Paul M-
Carineys sewrvtary, from when

o s s s roocn

“Eyerybody talks about Rome.
So_did we after being there a
while.

“There were strikes  every-
where, a language barrier that
immediately seemed _insurmount

d ers that seemed
pimps for relations who had
hotels, guest houses and stores in

. For all its disadvantages it has at least one thing going for

every conceivable corner of the
city.

You were directed by a taxi
driver cousia fo a hotelier uncle
and on fo a pizza pic nephew.

“We ended up in an expensive
guest house where service
non-existent.

“The owner began bulding his
toilet al 3 u. frst. morning
we were therer

“From there it was (rain to
B i R A
sterdam on Faster ni

Its not England swings
anymore ' Amsterdam —
we were told.

“And Amsterdam would need
to swing — it was 32 degrees but
we stayed the might in a park,
along it seemed, with
clse — there were 2000 people
there!

“Next night it was in a house
with 50 hippics.

;00 the way hon highe
light was to he
Peon aletyet Ik pEme T
and we wanted to see the real
thing.

Landing in New Delhi it seem-
it Nemas i e
sacred cows, Indians and heat

Tnformation
the airport suggested the
as & base and it proved cxcellent.

“Four rupees — about $1 — 3
day — and, thankfully, aircon-
ditioned.

#And we got bick to Svdney
with_a fot of
use ia places we baven't 'ol wu»
tacts — ideas to find

ideas to save bread

Like studying up first — it
never goes astray even if you do
hardly any of the things youwd
ariginally planned.

sum you could live on in

Sydney

ke not_getting Jussled over
accommodation, takinganything
anywhere withour checking wha
is available.

“Like budgetiing fo live on a
say

“Like talking to_young peop
siEeL
There's alvays commisnication —
communication that not only saves
fime and money but integrates
you with the scene immediately.

“Like arranging with  your
bank for the money 1o he avail
able for  return, dikes ] there'

emersency and you dor't huve
ummm or Daddy or Uncle B

call on jor help

“And your next

el e o L Sl
beuer - just somothing else
again!”
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erston North Opera House on

fThe “Blast Off 68 Pop Spec-

Top PoPS Paight into orbit without any "
¢t was Hi-Revving Tongues was al- |G
evving | most overpowering. But the) - -

tinued | crowd loved it.

T mOSt | mpe first billed artist to}
appear was Big Mike Durne;

Y |His bracket included “Sh

US-| Wears My Ring” which was

well received. Unfortunatel
1

M ORE than half the top 40 pop tunes
on one commercial radio station
program may vanish from Friday night.

I '[‘wag not able to compet
o Lagainst the volume of thd

Director of the Feder- -
ation of Australianffl T the uninitdted to they e Somrem.
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=

A spokesman for 2UE
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Hey! Hey! Hey!

This week we have
a happy winners corner
to show you. First, there
is this happy snap of
Gene Pierson, Cleo and
the winner of our night
out at the Hawaiian Eye
for all that beaut food
and lovely 'service. Her
name, if you remember,
was Denise Miller and
she and her friends list-
ened to Heart 'n’ Soul
before the big names in
the business.

We haven’t a picture
of the winner of our
Johnny Farnham ‘‘Look-
ing Through A Tear”
competition, but we're
sure they're just as

sssessscssscecnsane .
escsscsssccnscacsessensasose .

GENE PIERSON is 24. He’s a sing-
er, a journalist, an actor, has a pop |
column and in general terms could
be described as a businessman. In
January this year he blasted off:to
“the world” with Qantas on a gen-
gral promotional tour with the ob-
jects being to project an Australian
the Australian
scene and Qantas — on a youth

image,

level.

Oh well . . . you have to put up with these
when you’re a musician . . .

beautiful as Denise. The
winner was  clubber
21310, Tori Sticpewich,
and your album will be
on the way next week

Tori. Don’t forget the
“Just Zoot” and Pop
Poll albums. You only

have one more week to
get in for those.

Our free night out
next time will be with
Mike Furber. To win the
night ‘of your life out
with him you have to
tell us who wrote the A

‘side of Mike’s new sin-

fashion

Former N.Z. singer Gene Pierson (now living in Sydne
Chata with i oiter drag quesng WISt Vsiling a N.2. P
recently. The drag-queens at Sydney clubs are usually
younger — but Gene loves 'em all anyway (but not physi-
cally). He's played many Sydney camp dances, and says
the audiences are groat. “They're very open minded, so
g you can do anything you feel like on stage.”

gle. A bit hard? Well,
here’s a clue. He'’s red-
haired, drives a bull- oz
dozer and had a hit out -

called “J.la.” The 6ld teev’s a bit
ran/ again this week,

watch out for Today

Send your answers on
the back of an envelopez

together  with ou i

name, age, addressyam:ir i t.he TOday ShOW

club number to: n Friday Morning
hannel 7). It's com-

Mike Furber Comp.,
7 Myrtle St.,
Crows Nest, 2065.

sared by Gene Pierson
1d the guests will in/
ude someone fr

this very office {&0-Set,

L SR T, R
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® THEY'RE going to | N4
it the local pop scene (Sl 7
— Gene Pierson and Sue 3
Rawnsley. 3

GENE'S
GOT A

e’

Leading Auckland and for-'
er Australia popstor -Gene
Pilerson is to appear in the
s currently on a natioh-
ide tour and i

lafter successful appearancet
M in Wellington, Christchurch,
dDunedin and Invercargill.
“"'On his return to Auckland
Gene is to complete the re-
‘cording of his first LP, to
) ” _be released in late October.
W& In November he is off tc
JAustralia for ‘'major Tv.
"dates and a nation - wide
t"tour, and is to return to
-Auckland for Christmas.
Gene’s latest record, “Just
One Tender Look” is cur-
rently chalking up godo
@lsales throughout the coun-
try.
In Palmerston North Gene
is to appear at the Astoria
uwith the Dizzy Limits (who
came second to the Dallas
in the National -Tea
Rave and the Toll Puddle

ity next Friday night. Gene !

the USSR
1d quite easily be

best track
released as their

Richard Harris, the fiery Shakes;

next single.

pearean  actor,
his acting acco-
the United States
Yard Went For-
€ record, as it is
the speech by the Iate

> has just added a Gold Disc to

*8, is causing great controversy in

1”hls new record entitled “The

;xiti 3] Ls'1 are refusing to play th
-Vietnam song based

ert Kennedy. . o5

Did anyone know Lulu was 20 this week?

Next to Simon and G ;
ction in the States araéfu;}ﬁﬁ]’ e

paid
, followed e

t Hendrix i
by Diana Ross and the Supremg’.{ e
Well, I've finally found out who Meher Baba is!

O. C. Smith, who recent], “Hig

2 3 ly had “Hickery Hollers
1p” on the charts and j: idil i
American charts with 55L‘i:tut{ct:e ol i b
pted to cover the Frank Sinatra

for his new release, song, “That’s

MANAG

Martyrs, and at 12.30 he will
do a short.spot at the Sor-

i for her single,

New Zealanders look out, there are World

retha Franklin has just rece;

ived her seventh gold

“I Say A Little Prayer

Yummy" they laughed, now that they’ve sold

) rento Club with the Soundsfhe Bee Gees' new LP, “Rare Precious
s 3 ang
T0_6R0OVE, Setenber 16, 1963 % fiful”, will be released in et
ing New Zealand artists and giving us our  Heard about the Ohio Express that when
own Top 20, their recording manager took them “Yummy

———of Four,
7 This year’s heat for the Golden Disc is on
X P>  again and it seems thatsome people just can’t
take it. I feel sorry for Robert Gennari not
making the Top Tenbutlalsofeela little dis-
turbed at the way he went about it. The article
in the *‘Sunday News'’ does absolutely nothing
but create bad relations between artists and
the eight judges. My “Bad Loser For '68"
goes to Robert Gennari.
Congratulations to the Auckland NZBC for
your breakaway of the NZ tradition for ignor-

Standard acts right under your noses e.g.
Simple Image with “‘Spinning Spinning Spin-
ning” proves this,

Robbie Robinson Is doing a great job in
Wellington with the Shevelles and Ray Col-
umbus. I'm sure that “Polydor’” Records
will become one of the best local labels
apart from their overseas fmpact.

Actually one of the reasons I undertook
to write this column was to let the public
know what goes on in Show Biz. If there s
anyone with opinfons that they would like to
express write to me C/o P.O. Box 6369,
Auckland,

well over a million, they are still laughing.

I believe that the Equals tie in ugliness
with Tiny Tim, dying to see them . .. The
top Australian group called *Groove’, coin-
cidence? I read in a Sydney magazine that
Robert Stigwood has signed three more Aus-
sfe acts to his stable, Stigwood was
ously with the Epstein organisation but since
then signed the Bee Gees and departed.

1 must thark that little girl who has done
S0 much for me this year and that’s Susan
Rawnsley, my manager. It's a wonder I
haven't driven her around the bend. Till
time keep swinging.

revi-




one and You 2y
thsis
Uierson speaking
and they Say

U

For vears he polis

pr

it, glittering, to his public. He sees l\’im.xtf re-

flected in his f

becomes that hero, but the danger lies-in.coming
to believe in the image himself. Gene Pierson’s

story is that of every hopeful young pap singer

| but_recently he has begun. to pull ahead in

the race to the top of the chart B ]
Here is the “anatomy of a pop singer” . .

the story of how Gene Pierson ha

get this far.

Gene Pierson is & personable
young man, with a pleasant,
vet hardly powerful, voice.

This puts him in the same
category as thousands of other
22-year-olds who are occasion-
ally inspired to make the bath-
room rafters ring.

The difference is that he is
a professional pop singer.

His assets include passably
good looks, nearly five years ex-
perience as a performer, and
the ability to make the most of
what he’s got.

They also include a business
manager who happens to be an
altractive 19-year-old girl.

Nowadays you don’t need a
booming great voice to be a
singer: elcctronics can take care
of that.

Its personality and deter-
mination which count in the
long run.

If you are amiable and out-
going enough to make an audi-
ence like you, half of the battle
is won.

And if you keep plugging
during the bad patches (when
your last record is forgotten,
coffee bar crowds keep chatting,
promoters and record companies
don't call), you could make the
grade, make a living, and maybe
reach that indefinable pinnacle
“the top.”

Born Giancarlo Salvestrin —
in Switzerland, near the Aus-
trian border — Gene was taken
to Australia at four by his
Italian/ French/ Austrian father
and Swiss/ French mother.

The migrant couple with no
money and no English per-
severed until they became an
industrial chemist and an Aus-
tralian housewife, bringing up
their only child strictly, in the
continental manner. Perhaps

mana

determination runs in the
family?

As a schoolboy, Gene Pier-
son set his sights high in
Sydney. Then it was drama
classes and dreams of acting.
“hut only so that I could go to
the United States and be a star,”
he admits now with a grin.

The breakthrough which turn-
ed Giancarlo Salvestrin, em-
ployee of the EM.I recording
organization, into Gene Chand-
ler, singer, didn’t come from his
work in the royalties scction,
but from a dance hall talent
quest:

“T sang a crazy song — and
then T walked out in embarrass-
ment. When I went back next
week, the manager said I'd won.
And he offered me a job on

Saturday and Sunday nights for

So Gene Chandler existed at
weekends — and later on week
nights, too — as guitarist and
singer for a white-clad group
called the Interns. Its five mem-
bers had separate lives and spare
time music, until they were
offered a six months’ tour.

Their jobs wouldn’t wait that
long, so they started as pro-
fessional musicians the foliow-
ing week. . . .

And then it was town to town
— 140 of them — playing or
travelling every day and night
from Sydney to Mt Isa to Mel-
bourne.

By mid 1965 they were home
with enough of a reputation for
agencies to book them almost
automatically at hotels, clubs,
universities, teenage dances,
balls and private functions.

“It looked wonderful and it
looked easy — success, money
and roses all the way. We
thought we'd just keep playing

continued overleaf 21
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better all the time, more people
would get 10 know us, and we'd
get to the top. . . .

But it wasn't easy.

“There’s too much hard work
involved, too much planning
and too much rehearsing for
that. And there are too many
empty promises which come to
nothing. Everyone wants {0
make money out of you. The
more you work, the higher your
overheads become.

“We needed more clothes, of
course, and also a van for trans-
port. The others were paying off
equipment and I was paying off
the sound system. We also had
a combined insurance policy
for anything that could go
wrong. . . .

“In theory you could be get-
ting $50 a week, but these over-
heads leave only $20 or $30 in
your hand.

“And yon haven’t got a trade,
you’re not getting any younger,
and there are dozens of hard-
pushing singers and their man-
agers right behind you. The rat
race is om. . . .

“So what do you pin your
hopes on? A hit record!”

About a year later it came.

“Smokestack and Lightning,”
backed by “Almost There” was
recorded in mid 1966, and
reached No. 8 position on the
Australian charts. But where
was the money?

“You get five per cent royalty
on a $1 “45” when you haven’t
made the record yourself. The
group got five cents on every
record — a cent apiece. That
came to $260 altogether — just
over $50 each.

“So mow you need another
record.

Some function.( didn’t want a
group: just a singer, which is
cheaper. But for Gene Chandler,
a 20-minute spot alone was
worth as much as a fifth share
of four hour’s work on guitar
and vocal.

There was conflict: argu-
ments about songs and arrange-
ments. It looked like the begin-
ning of the end of the Interns.

And then the La Dee Dahs
arrived in Sydney, just one of
many New Zealand groups find-
g success in Australia.

“I thQught it might be an
idea to reverse the geographical
situation, T had no contacts, but

on their advice I decided {o |

come for a short holiday.”

Gene flew into Auckland on

a 21-day return concession. And
like American tourists who look
for kangaroos in  Sydney’s
George Street, he expected to
find people cooking eggs in
thermal pools in Queen Street.

He knew nobody. In 10 days
most of his money had gone,
and he couldn't use his return
ticket until he’d been here a
fortnight.

He asked at a dance hall for
a job — any job. (“I was pre-
pared to sweep the floors if
necessary”) and was made tem-
porary compere for $3 a night.
After three nights he filled in for
a missing guest artist, and a few
days later was offered a record-
ing contract by the owner, who
also managed a record company.
But he discovered Gene Chand-
ler was an American singer's
name.
“If 1 was going to get any-
where, 'd have to change my

name again. Pierson scemed to-

go with Gene, but now nobody.
had ever heard of me!”

By then he could sing better
than before: he knew a bit about
the business. But he badly
needed publicity.

You phone and say:
Gene Pierson.”

They say: “Gene who?”

“P'm a singer.”

“What have you don

“T've sung in Australia, and
had a rccord on the charts.”

So I'd show them the record,
and they'd say: “But this is
Gene Chandler.”

“I was right back where T

“This is

started. 1 might as well have’

been Fred Bloggs!”

He got to know people during
two months spent preparing to
record. Radio Hauraki offered
him a place on a tour of four
WNorth Island centres when an
Australian artist didn’t fulfil a
booking.

The record company paid him
a retainer. It's not usual, but he
was threatening to go home.

By July 1967 he had pressed
his first local record, “Love,
Love, Love.” It achieyed No. 2
on the Napier hit parade, No.
20 in Auckland, nowhere in
Wellington and nowhere in the
South Island. But it took on in
Australia, . . .
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Cais Fington. Eack rom 3
round-the-world
|nvts||qat|m o! the  rock
scene with A

1t's like walkmg into a
make-believe world, a place
where you can make
anything “happen or meet
a0y kind of poeple in the

i us almost two
days to cover the 420 acres
of mountains, rolling hills,
man-made lakes, deserts,
waterfalls and hundreds of
buildings with no interiors,
.almost the world’s history
past, present and future all
rrapped ug in one city
ng - shout
“Universal  City”
Hollywood, where they turn
out some ‘of the greatest
motion pictures and TV
series in the world (some of
the worst, tod)
guide  John
e cipiilt ontionsd '+ fo
to me... Thoroughly Modern
Millie, " _Spartacus,  War
Wagon, The Birds, Psycho,
all the ‘old horror movies of
Lon Chaney, Hunchback of

otre Dame, Frankenstein,
Dracula, etc. Then there are
TV series like Wagon Train,

To Catch a Thief, Ironside,
the Munsters, Marcus Welby

, Name of the Game an
many others.

The front lot is where all
the action begins, where
planning is done and all
interiors are shot _on
soundstages. There are 32 of
oo B waitig to<he

to produce its
B drama.
Everything needed for
scene is built-in. Lights ar
switched on and Universal's
wizards create their special
effects... making fog drift
an authentic old
London street, or wind rip
across a lakeshore.

RIGHT: Romember it
\Psycho. Pieres:

Cross cmm,.., pai ol
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war
Train”, “Laram)

The property department
carrics  something like 5
millidn _ different . props,

There are buildings full of
furniture, rare guns, books,

way. in 2 move...
transportation

dcpammm carries
es,  ranging
et L

1200
from
trircks,

housed in a hangar, awaiting
some new role.
pecial nurseries are kept
for instant forests or
grassland effects. And, of
course, there are man-made
mountains of plastic rocks,
even

for _this

City, American Decca and
MCA  records, and a
milliondollar  computer
system for operation of all
pmducl
Ap: from the
thousands of permanent sets
and caravan dressing rooms
including Elvis Prcslcy:
150 frem his Hal B. W,
production days — Unwcrsa.l
also have a giant hotel, the
Sheraton, with a 500-room
skyroom
dancing areas, sweeping 360
deg. views of of San Fernando
valley. Every suité has a
‘poolside lanai room!
the movie-making
business continues o be

Atuperiiontis ectiilan
outtasight and bigger than

ere’s  some
Rardoors restity behied this

world of fantasy. More next
time.

— GENE
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set at Universal. BELOW: Norma
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The Publicity Machine: Perception is reality...
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(SOUND of the SEVENTIES)

Come along to Hornsby Westfield Plaza, meeL.
greet Australia’s 10p recording stars.

WEDNESDAY 10t APRIL
Gene Piersen 12.30pm.
Btar of Pop/Dreme TV Proguamees’
Fostval Apoarding S10
Rosalind Keens 2.30 pm
TV Sage/Raconding Astid

THURSDAY 16th APRIL
[TV Fantoal Recanding Soat
Normie Rowe 12 noon

0 pm

Mranas Fae 3

FAN CLUB
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This happy picture is currently appearing in music stores and
ing to promote a new local pop releasse—“Toyland”.
The disc features up-and-coming pop singer Gene Pierson, sef
showroom at Lincoln Industries’ Penrose head office.

Mr Eldred Stebbing, head of | Records has included the 1
Zodiac Records, told the Merchan- = “Lincoln the greatest name
diser that the record company’s | toys” on each promotional posty,
publicity people were looking for a = B Ly e i
suitable setting in which to photo- Toyland a local cover vers|
graph Pierson. of an American record, and
e 3 described as a cheerful, catchy tu®
Lincoln is the best-known name | ;,¢:ple for the fact that the wa
in toys,” he said, “so we approached | _ i
the company. which was only too
happy to allow us to use the show- 3 .
room.” Gene Pierson is one of the ris._
stars on the New Zealand pop
In return for this gesture, Zodiac | scene, with three single records to

(3

® BELOW, LEFT: American soul
Zaaland singer Gane Piersan av .'.'3."' fog b 1o New
i
| Flemeaoed 8 ::‘.;:.:y Sydney arranged for

clearly. Flipcide

atchstick in a Whirlpool.”
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Special Guest Group
Direct from Wellington
Stars of C’mon
Tea Rave finalists |

DIZZY LIMITS

DIZZY L
THE BOWL

Auckland Premier Teen~Scene |

DANCING TONIGHT {
To 'our most exciting resident
he NICE — The MOVE — The
Also featuring
5 GENE PIERSON

Gorreeh, Dress essential. No Jeans |
z night please! Be with

= _

colfa————
s

CLUB-A-G

el

Open Thursday and Sum.‘ i /

DISCOTHEQUE

Friday and Saturday | %
THE TROUBLED M

TONIGHT AT THE MIDNIG
GENE PIERSON
AND THE TROUBLED |

(QUALITY DRESS, PLEA
——

ONTW

riday and Saturday
'he BRIAN HENDERSON
GROUP, with vocals by

‘SONNY DAY

Special Guest Spot

_GENE
PIERSON

NEW YEAR'S

from the people

Tony Romeril

“I will cut down on that filthy
habit — drinking, | will also cut
down on eating, and | will include
in my Physical Fitness Campaign
e i b . v ool ARGET N

a year to

Gene Pierson

“To be as healthy and as happy
as | can and to steadily progress
in my work.”



RESOLUTIO

who made 197
remember

Graham Brown of the Cleves Geoffrey Gray of Flake
“We resolve to go overseas and “I resolve to make twice as much
fight to do well. We will also work money as | did last year.”

hard at getting a hit record in
1979 .

| THE BﬂWL]

AI.I. NIGHT RAVE
8 pm.-4 am.

Opposite C.P.O.

37 QUEEN ST

AUCKLAND’S BEST
"“TEEN DANCING"”

With NZ’'s Most
Exciting Group

“LE FRAME"

_ SATURDAY
NIGHTS FEATURING
THE FABULOUS

"GENE PIERSON"

e
R
| COFFEE LOUNGE OPEN
10 am. TO 4 p
MON. TO FRI

| able_at Chas. Begg & Co.

\ THE LATE NIGHT SCENE

HmoJ0%!

Queen §t, City. Opp. Town Hall.
B ™ phons 34.038

Don't Miss

GENE PIERSON

(IN PERSON)

F 4 Anin
THIS WEEKEND

Gene Pierson records avail-
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dtadium s last Ime-up |

HEﬂK’Il A-// “FISUSIVE

5= spectacular B2

The Flying Circus, The
Simple Image, The Complex
AND Gene Pierson AND The

JOHN HARRIGAN
CHEQUERS

Coca-cora
uw
PRESENT

TlCKE'rs;
RINGSIDE _

e
LEA SR e
achieve it—into every willing & er. CHERs ce .. $2.50
not so willing ear he finds. He i!

also a follower of BOOK' NGS

4 M,TCHELLI
PS SHow =
“You need self- dlscipl.ine to' be DAVID

able o thiak things out clearly '€ s TA SYD ONES

for yourself.” he say. g MOND AY, VNVOLL(g‘y\i\;VO%ST'—E

He's thought out his future—. ¥¢

as far as he is able—he will sing ®

for his supper in'New Zealand for* €#¢ it » .

the next three years. Then he ‘The disc,” continued “His last single,

Wlldl seth his legthts l)fn Americ: “fs called ‘Toyland” and T"AMC has ]“5‘; beed New Zealanders had reac) 4

and perhaps Britain, for a career | be out Monday (to- | in Austr: and o -
him 'a_little less rrow). We'll be following it | Will go well. the top in Australia alter cular” went straig

voeal' and Just & Itfls’ more | il e P mAbe Susan has started out on the count-down.

dramatic ®
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/," ) was always folol ‘i Jhic country You can
male yoursell indo whodt You cdreamin YO can

{ 2] oxlwmys dreanect bi@!' - Gene
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