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4HERE� IS� LITTLE� IN� !USTRALIAN�
MUSIC�THAT�'ENE�0IERSON�HASN�T�
INVOLVED� HIMSELF� IN�� AND� THERE�
IS� LITTLE� THAT� HE� HAS� ATTEMPTED�
THAT� HAS� NOT� YIELDED� SUCCESS��
Gene understands the vibrancy, 
the unpredictability and the huge 
potential of not just the music 
market but the burgeoning genre of 
New Age, Ambient, Indigenous, and 
World music.
/VER�THE�PAST�THIRTY�lVE�YEARS�'ENE�HAS�TOUCHED�SO�

MANY�BASES�IN�THE�!USTRALIAN�MUSIC�AND�ENTERTAINMENT�

INDUSTRY�THAT�HE�HAS�EMERGED�AS�ONE�OF�ITS�SAVVIEST��

MOST�CONSISTENT�AND�MOST�RESPECTED�PRINCIPALS��
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Gene Pierson
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Gene Pierson

h)F�)�DON�T�
BECOME�A�
lLM�PRODUCER�
)�LL�BECOME�A�
0RIME�-INISTER��
!FTER�ALL��IT�S�ALL�
TO�DO�WITH��
ACTING�v
Sun-Herald Feb 14 1971

5



Pop Life: it’s a boy thing
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In the beginning: Gene Pierson & The Inturns:�
,�TO�2��0ETER��'RAHAM��'ENE��THE�BASS�PLAYER�AND�

2ICHARD������+INGS�#ROSS

Pop Life: it’s a boy thing
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Life as a ‘Pop’ Star: Don’t ever let a chance pass you by...
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Life as a ‘Pop’ Star: Don’t ever let a chance pass you by...
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“I hate pop  
music. It’s too 
loud and is too 
monotonous - but 
it’s a living”
Sunday News March 1968
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"EGINNING�AS�A�PERFORMER�ON�"ANDSTAND��

'ENE�HAS�BEEN�ACTIVE�AS�A�TALENT�BOOKER��

TELEVISION�PRESENTER��ROCK�JOURNALIST��ACTOR��

RECORD�COMPANY�OWNER��MUSIC�PUBLISHER��

CONCEPTUALIST�� RECORD� PRODUCER�� !�2�

DIRECTOR�� ARTIST�MANAGER�� lELD� RECORDING�

ENGINEER�� AND� INTERNATIONAL�PROMOTER�OF�

!USTRALIAN�TALENT�AND�MUSIC�
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"UT�WHEREAS�ONCE�HIS�SKILLS�RESULTED�IN�NUMBER�ONE�HITS�SUCH�AS�

3UBSTITUTE�BY�0EACH��$ISCO�$UCK�BY�*ONATHAN�*AMES�AND�2EAD�

-Y�,IPS�AND�3EXY�BY�-ELISSA��4HE� INDEFATIGABLE�OPERATOR�OF� THE�

,ASER�-USIC�ORGANISATION�TURNED�HIS�CAREER�AROUND� IN������WITH�

THE�ESTABLISHMENT�OF�/CEANIC�-USIC��(E�ANTICIPATED�THE�RISE�OF�A�

NEW�FORM�OF�AUDIO�EXPERIENCE�AND�BEGAN�RELEASING�SUCH�WORLD�

INDIGENOUS� ARTISTS� AS� +ITARO�� 'ONDWANALAND�� #HARLIE� -C-AHON�

AND�+EN�$AVIS��(IS�PRESCIENCE�PAID�OFF�GRANDLY��WITH�HIS�DELUXE�

%NVIRONMENTAL� #LASSICS� SERIES� OF� NATURAL� SOUNDS� SET� AGAINST�

COMPELLING� MUSICAL� TONES� RELEASED� IN� %UROPE�� .ORTH� !MERICA��

3OUTH�!MERICA�AND�3OUTH�%AST�!SIA��)N�&EBRUARY������HE�LAUNCHED�

THE�)NDIGENOUS�!USTRALIA�LABEL��WHICH�CARRIES�THE�WORLD�RHYTHMS�OF�

$AVID�(UDSON��!SH�$ARGAN�AND�OTHERS��3OLD�PRIMARILY�IN�!USTRALIA�

THROUGH� THE� INTERACTIVE� MACHINES� OF� (OLBORNE� !USTRALIA�� THESE�

RELEASES�HAVE�HELPED�USHER�IN�A�CHANGE�IN�THE�VERY�STRUCTURE�OF�THE�
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h.OW�)�M�IN�BUSINESS�FOR�MYSELF�THE�POSITION�
IS�REVERSED����NOW�)�LL�BE�RUTHLESS�IN�BUSINESS�

�EVEN�IF�IT�S�TOUGH�ON�THE�OTHERS�)�DEAL�WITH��
!NYTHING�THAT�HAS�A�DOLLAR�IN�IT�
�)�M�THERE�v
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h.OW�)�M�IN�BUSINESS�FOR�MYSELF�THE�POSITION�
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Life as a TV ‘Star’: Uptight then Outasight…

22



Life as a TV ‘Star’: Uptight then Outasight…
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/NCE�UPON�A�TIME���



/NCE�UPON�A�TIME���
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The Charts: Where Pop Life Begins.
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Press Clippings: Those Were the Days...  

34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



The Publicity Machine: Perception is reality...
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